Open pelvic fractures.
We reviewed 32 patients with open pelvic fractures treated over a 5-year period. Eleven patients had isolated fractures of the ilium and in 21 patients pelvic ring disruption was associated with a perineal laceration. Three patients died from massive haemorrhage soon after admission and one patient from severe sepsis. Early pelvic stabilization and meticulous attention to the soft tissue injury proved invaluable in the management of open unstable pelvic fractures.